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President’s Message

Several years ago I started diving when the single hose regulators 

were replacing the cumbersome double hose.  Over the years dive 

equipment has changed tremendously allowing more comfort, buoy-

ancy, and control of our dives.  Adding to diving enjoyment cameras 

were taken into the sea.  The Calypso submersible film camera was 

a big breakthrough followed by the very popular Nikonos and Nikon 

strobes.  SLR’s were housed taking over the Nikonos.  Then, just a 

few years ago photography changed drastically replacing film with 

digital technology.  Not only are the cameras complex, but the com-

puter programs to edit images can be mind boggling.  

This year SFUPS will focus more on teaching and learning elemen-

tary steps of editing the digital image. This will enable our members 

to acquire a basic knowledge of the most popular editing systems 

while encouraging more involvement in intra -club competition.  

Having such a successful dive season in 2008, the Bubble Gals along with a few other members 

will be putting together a new dive calendar for 2009.  There will also be the spur of the moment 

e-mails sent to the SFUPS membership advising of additional activities not mentioned in the 

monthly Newsletter. 

The new website will be unveiled in January 2009.  It is definitely one of the best UPS sites in the 

country.  Photographs from our monthly competition and the photographer of the month will be 

proudly presented to the world on the internet.  Many hours of hard work went into its design by 

Susan Mears our new Web Master.   

We are proud to have such a wonderful group of professionals who have contributed to the advance-

ment of learning through publishing books on marine inhabitants, by placing in various local and 

world contests, and representing the USA in world competitions.  

It is my honor to be a part of the South Florida Underwater Society.  May you all have a very happy 

and productive 2009.

Sharon Baron  
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2009 PHOTO CONTEST RULES
Digital Files: 
Realizing that some computer adjustments are necessary for digital files, we ask that only minor 
adjustments be made in the computer. Only minor cropping, color adjustments, backscatter 
removal and sharpening are allowed.  No extreme computer manipulation, removing items or 
adding items to the image. 
• Images will be submitted prior to the meeting so that they can be compiled for easy viewing 
and judging. 
• Image size should be no greater than 1024 pixels on the long side and the file size should be 
less than 
1.4 megabytes. Images should be submitted in JPEG format. 
• Each image file name must include your name, month, category, and number.  Use “mastr” for 
Masters Category and “chall” for Challengers category.  For example an image submitted by 
John Doe for the January Challengers contest would be named: JDoe-JanChall-1.jpeg  
• Entries must sent via email to Bob Weybrecht at  bw999@bellsouth.net  the Friday night before 
the Monthly meeting.

Presentation:
Videographers Folly

Alena Carlini Presents:
Jim Mears

Larry Townsend
Christopher Guglielmo

and 
Alena Carlini

The videographers of the SFUPS club have shot some magnificent footage. 
This presentation is always fun and always proves to be captivating.

We hope you will join us for this creative mix.  By the way, we may have addi-
tional entries but due to the holidays, its tough to say at this time. Let’s hope 
we get to see everyone’s footage. 

Be sure to visit our updated website,

www.sfups.org
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Photographer of the Year

Rob Myers
Rob spent much of his childhood in 
southeast Asia and at a very early age 
developed an intense interest in natural 
history. During high school, he lived in 
Hong Kong. It was an interesting place 
to take up snorkeling, do his first scuba 
dive and get exposed to the wonders of 
Asian-Pacific marine life. The seed of 
his life-long obsession took hold. He 
majored in Biology at Virginia Tech, 
transferred to the University of Hawaii 
and has never looked back. 

He bought his first Nikonos, enrolled 
in the Marine Options Program during 
its inaugural year and landed jobs sur-
veying Hawaiian fish populations for 
potential conservation areas and collecting fishes for cigua-
tera research. After earning a BA in zoology, he purchased 
his first SLR, a Canon Ftb with an Ikelite housing and an 
Ikelite-housed Honeywell Strobonar. He spent weekends 
diving with a great friend, Mark Vanderlinden. Mark, the 
founder of HUPS (the unofficial Hawaii Underwater Photo 
Society), had 4 tanks, got unlimited free air fills and pro-
cessed E-6 for $1 a roll. 

In early 1977 Rob had applied to the fairly new graduate pro-
gram of the University of Guam Marine Laboratory. Guam, 
a tiny speck in the middle of the tropical western Pacific 
was both a blessing and a curse. A “second-world” outpost 
of the U.S., it was isolated with limited and overpriced food 
and household products, outrageously expensive commu-
nications, but had some great diving and is so tantalizingly 
close to Palau and other Micronesian destinations. 

When Rob arrived, slightly more than 600 species of fishes 
were known from the Marianas. Identifying them was prob-
lematic, requiring a huge library of scattered scientific papers 
and books. Many fishes he collected or photographed were 
previously unknown to the islands or unknown entirely. The 
highlight was the discovery of a new species of butterflyfish. 
Once his identification skills became known, he was invited 
to co-author small guidebooks with his major professor and 
another of his committee members, the first on common 
fishes, and the second on corals. Some time after landing a 
job as a fisheries biologist with the Government of Guam, 
Rob finally earned his masters degree. 
Having founded Coral Graphics as a vehicle for marketing 
photographs, Rob resolved to do the ultimate identification 
book on fishes of the region. His job and association with 
the Marine Lab (by helping maintain the fish collection) 
solidified his reputation as the “fish man”. Fishermen as 

by Patrice Marker
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Photographer of the Year

well as underwater photog-
raphers came to him with 
their unidentified discoveries. 
Those that were new records 
and new species were reported 
in scientific publications, often 
with colleagues. In 1989, he 
finished the first edition of 
Micronesian Reef Fishes 
and sunk his entire life’s sav-
ings into the initial printing. 
He designed the book to be 
“upwardly” useful, that is, 
useful at any level rather than be “dumbed-down”. It was a 
great success and is now in its third edition. On Guam, it is 
used for a high school honors course as well as undergradu-
ate and graduate ichthyology courses. As for the fishes, 
there are now over 1000 species known from the Marianas 
and at least another 500 from the rest of Micronesia so a 
fourth edition is needed. 

He co-authored the painting-based field guide Coral Reef 
Fishes with German colleague Ewald Lieske (Harper Col-
lins/Princeton, 1993) and a field guide to western Pacific 
fishes with another. Rob retired from the government in 
1995 and now pursues photography, writing, research and 
consulting full-time. He moved to south Florida in 2002. 
During the first three years following 9-11, he  made three 
trips to the Red Sea and co-wrote with Lieske and designed 
the book Coral Reef Guide Red Sea (Harper Col-
lins, 2004). He has recently finished a book on dangerous 
marine life (in German with M. Bergbauer; an English edi-
tion is pending) and is preparing a field guide to Florida and 
Caribbean marine life. He currently serves on the coral reef 
fishes Species Survival Commission (SSC) of the Interna-
tional Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the 

world’s oldest and larg-
est environmental orga-
nization.

Photography and 
SFUPS: For the first 
several years of his 
underwater photogra-
phy, Rob had the single-
minded goal of getting 
decent “identification” 

photos of as many species of fishes as he could. Back-
ground and “ambience” were secondary. Without nature 
preserves and with edible fishes fleeing from the sight of 
a diver, many species just could not be photographed on 
Guam. The situation gradually improved with the establish-
ment of preserves and by traveling to the more diverse and 
less intensively fished reefs of Palau and Bali. By the early 
1980’s Rob upgraded to a Canon F-1 with a speedfinder, an 
enlarged viewfinder which made focusing much easier. He 
continued to use this equipment right up until he switched to 
digital in 2004. Since moving to Florida, SFUPS has played 



a key role in influencing and improving Rob’s photography. 
Just being around the many talented photographers – old as 
well as new is an inspiration, particularly when a newcomer 
with a point-and-shoot places first in a monthly contest. The 
ambience, friendships and sharing of information on dive 
locations, critter spotting and techniques have combined to 
be a driving force in improving the quality of his photo-
graphs.

Rob is still using his first digital camera, the Nikon D70. 
He uses an Ikelite housing and the compact and efficient 
Inon strobes. Digital, more than anything else enabled Rob 
to expand his once narrow repertoire of fish-identification 
photographs. For a scientist and writer, the biggest impedi-
ment to producing an identification guide is usually the 
acquisition of good identification photos of every species 
covered. The digital revolution has tripled the speed of that 
process.
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Non- SFUPS Activities & Contests

This is just to keep you informed of happenings. SFUPS will not be held responsible in any way for use of these web connections, viruses, 

or mishaps with their business.

Photo Equipment:
http://reefphotovideo.com

Trips & Dive Planners:
http://www.scubaplanners.com/GroupTrips.html

 http://www.budgettravel.com
http://www.cityseahorse.com  (Deb Fugitt’s Trips) 

http://www.stephenfrink.com/

Cool Sites:
www.wetpixel.com

http://www.divephotoguide.com/competitions/

Website Builders & UW Photo Classes…:
                                Bonnie Pelnar   Underwater Colours   http://www.underwatercolours.com/

Underwater Photo Contests:
The ultimate on every photo contest & links to the entire diving community internationally-plan on an hour...

http://www.divephotoguide.com/competitions/

Tides
http://www.saltwatertides.com/dynamic.dir/floridaatlanticsites.html 
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January (2009)
15 http://underwatercompetition.com/  News/2009-Underwater-Competition
this is the Superbowl of Underwater Photo competitions with over $45,000 in prizes

15  4th Annual Wetpixel and DivePhotoGuide International Photo & Video Competition: 
      Our World Underwater 2009 

15  3rd Annual DEEP Indonesia International Underwater Photo Competition
      A sister competition to the US-based international photo and video competition hosted by Wet-
pixel & DivePhotoGuide, the DEEP Indonesia underwater photography competition is a unique joint 
collaboration with a second international competition in association with DEEP Indonesia, Indone-
sia’s first-ever diving, adventure travel and water sports expo. 

All three contests can be accessed through Wet Pixel’s site.

Be sure to visit our updated website, 
compliments of  

Susan Mears, our new Webmaster.
www.sfups.org

WE NEED NEW 

PHOTOS !

FOR OUR NEW 

WEBSITE!



Christopher Guglielmo  is listed as number 2 of the Top 10 line up.  Christopher, we are so honored to have 
you as a member of SFUPS.

After more than 6 years as a liveaboard PhotoPro & Captain, Christopher Guglielmo recently settled into Fort 
Lauderdale, founding the underwater imaging business, AquaExposure.  He strongly favors fisheye lenses, 
forcing himself to get wildly close to every subject and create a fresh perspective, even on traditionally macro 
subjects.  With the utmost concern for the aquatic environment and his photo subjects, he practices and teaches 
his concept of “zero-impact photography”, so as to never negatively effect the ocean and its inhabitants while 
shooting. Christopher’s photography can be viewed at www.AquaExposure.com.

WINNING PHOTOGRAPHS (5)

Our World Underwater 2006
Environment and Conservation   2nd Place
 
Our World Underwater 2006
Wide Angle Traditional  1st Place

DEEP Indonesia International Underwater Photo Competition 2007
Animal Behavior  2nd Place

DEEP Indonesia International Underwater Photo Competition 2007
Divers  2nd Place

DEEP Indonesia International Underwater Photo Competition 2008
Reefscapes  3rd Place

To view his winning photographs and other spectacular winning shots, including another member, Steve 
Kovacs, please go to http://underwatercompetition.com/Photographers

One of our members has been recognized by Underwater Competition.com as one of the top 10 
underwater photographers in the world....

Recognition Arena ALERT !!!!
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SFUPS 2009 Intraclub Contest Categories* 

Jan        M Surgeonfishes – Family Acanthuridae, subfamily Acanthurinae (includes tangs, 
excludes unicornfishes) 

 C    Spadefishes- Family Ephippidae, (commonly called batfishes in the Indo Pacific). 

Feb        M Topside from below - includes above-water features within the image taken from 
beneath the surface (such as sky, clouds, trees or a boat). 

               C  Pairs – liberal interpretation, can be a true mated pair, “twins” or simply two of the 
same kind together in the image. 

Mar M     Snappers – any fish of the family Lutjanidae 
 C     Grunts – any fish of the family Haemulidae including sweetlips. 

Apr M     Eyespots – ocelli or any color mark or structure that resembles an eye. 
C     Warning! – any type of threat or warning display (offensive or defensive) 

May M     Sea cucumbers – any member of the Class Holothuroidea. 
               C  Brittle stars – any member of the Class Ophiuroidea except basket stars (family  

Gorgonocephalidae). 

June M    Predators or predation – an animal in the act of stalking or feeding on another animal 
               C Herbivores or herbivory – an animal in the act of feeding on algae or seagrass (e.g. 

grazing parrotfishes – even if feeding on “dead” or live coral; tangs; plant-eating 
molluscs) 

July       M Red Algae – any algae of the Phylum Rhodophyta (e.g. crustose corallines, and a huge 
variety of red to purple or brownish delicate lacy to fleshy seaweeds – mostly small). 

C    Seagrass – image must feature seagrass or a seagrass bed as the dominate subject. 

Aug M     Teeth - images must show teeth. 
               C  Weapons – any structure used for offense or defense other than teeth (e.g. sea urchin    

spines, mantis shrimp raptoral appendage, crab “claws”). 

Sept M     Reflections – image must include a reflection of the primary subject.  
C     Beneath the sun – image must contain a sunball, shafts, or rays of sunlight. 

Oct M     Haunted castles – reef or wreck scene with a spooky ambience. 
 C     Goulies – any animal that looks ghoulish or frightening. 

Nov M     Fall colors – must include a substantial amount of orange or red. 
 C     Turkeyfish aka Lionfish: any fish of the subfamily Pteroinae. 

TBA: On-the-day contest; digital creations. 

*If you are uncertain about what qualifies as an animal or plant category, please consult a reputable 
guidebook such as Humann/deLoach’s Reef Set. If still in doubt, contact Rob Myers or Mike Schmale well 
before the contest. They will be happy to clarify this or look at a potential submission to confirm if it fits 
the category. 
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FUTURE 
INTRA-CLUB
CONTESTS

JANUARY
M - Surgeonfishes
C - Spadefishes

FEBRUARY
M - Topside Below
C - Pairs

MARCH
M - Snappers
C - Grunts

APRIL
M - Eyespots
C - Warning!

MAY
M - Sea Cucumbers
C - Brittle Stars

JUNE
M - Predators
C - Herbivores

JULY
M - Red Algae
C - Sea Grass

AUGUST
M - Teeth
C - Weapons

SEPTEMBER
M - Reflections
C - Beneath the Sun

OCTOBER
M - Haunted Castles
C - Ghoulies

 NOVEMBER
M - Fall Colors
C - Lionfish
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WINNERS of  the INTRA CLUB CONTEST NOVEMBER: 
CHALLENGERS:  Beautiful Fins

JAN 2009

1st Place: Shen Collazo

2nd Place: Michael Schmale

3rd Place: Rob Myers
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WINNERS of  the INTRA CLUB CONTEST NOVEMBER: 
MASTERS:  NEON

1st Place: Steve Kovacs

2nd Place: Steve Kovacs

4th Place: Christopher Guglielmo

5th Place: Sharon Baron

3rd Place: Patrice Marker

JAN 2009
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D I G I T A L 
CREATIONS

Intra-Club Contest

                             THE CLASSIFIED’S

Classified ads are 
free to SFUPS 
members as space 
allows. Deadline is 
the 25th of the month. 
Requests received 
after will go into the 
next month’s News-
letter.

Please email ads to 
Suzan Meldonian  at 
wussdiver@bellsouth.
net  or call 
(561) 394-6391

For sale by Christopher Guglielmo
For Sale: Nikon D200 with one extra battery in EX condition .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $600 
 
For Sale: Aquatica D2x housing with AquaView viewfinder, Nikon D2x body in EX condition 
with 2 extra batteries, dome port, flat port, 2 arm sets, 3 Ikelite DS-125 strobes with 3 sync cords 
and a charger, complete o-ring rebuild kit, all manuals and boxes - see www.aquaexposure.com/
products/products.html (middle/bottom of the page) for more details and photos 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $5611

Just a reminder that it’s time to pay your 2009 dues for South Florida Underwater 
Photography Society.    Annual Dues are $35.00 (individual), $45.00 (family) and 
$20.00 for “Out of the Area” non-participating members.  Make your dues check 
payable to SFUPS and mail to:

Linda Ianniello 
359 Cottonwood Lane 
Boca Raton, FL 33487 

                             DUES ARE DUE

Our Booth at the 
Florida Dive Show In 
December



HOLIDAY PARTY 2009

HOLIDAY PARTY 2009
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Parting Shot 
Photo 

by 
Judy Townsend

Judy Townsend
 is the SFUPS 

Featured 
Photographer

 for 
JANUARY 2009

Visit the NEW 
www.sfups.org

 to see 
the galleries

Update your 
Gallery!

Your on-line gallery 
comes with your 

paid membership..
Take Advantage!

JAN 2009

PARTING SHOT
PARTING SHOT

© Judy Townsend

With our new website, and all the new digital images you’ve been taking, we need to really, 
really update our website. So don’t waste any time. Go to www.sfups.org for guidelines.


